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Interim National Security Strategic
Guidance Issued
Mr. David Mortimore  |  March 23, 2021
An Interim National Security Strategic Guidance was
recently issued that describes the global landscape
and the country's security priorities.
The White House released an Interim National Security Strategic Guidance this week
that describes the global landscape and identifies the Administration's security priorities.
From the Introduction,
Today, more than ever, America’s fate is inextricably linked to events beyond
our shores. We confront a global pandemic, a crushing economic downturn,
a crisis of racial justice, and a deepening climate emergency. We face a world
of rising nationalism, receding democracy, growing rivalry with China,
Russia, and other authoritarian states, and a technological revolution that is
reshaping every aspect of our lives. Ours is a time of unprecedented
challenges, but also unmatched opportunity. (Emphasis in original)
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This moment calls upon us to lean forward, not shrink back – to boldly engage the world
to keep Americans safe, prosperous, and free. It requires a new and broader
understanding of national security, one that recognizes that our role in the world depends
upon our strength and vitality here at home. It demands creative approaches that draw
on all the sources of our national power: our diversity, vibrant economy, dynamic civil
society and innovative technological base, enduring democratic values, broad and deep
network of partnerships and alliances, and the world’s most powerful military. Our task is
to ensure these advantages endure, by building back better at home and reinvigorating
our leadership abroad. From a position of renewed strength, America can meet any
challenge.
Together, we will demonstrate not only that democracies can still deliver for our people,
but that democracy is essential to meeting the challenges of our time. We will strengthen
and stand behind our allies, work with like-minded partners, and pool our collective
strength to advance shared interests and deter common threats. We will lead with
diplomacy. We will renew our commitment to global development and international
cooperation, while also making smart, disciplined investments in our national defense.
We will address the crises of today while promoting resilience, innovation,
competitiveness, and truly shared prosperity for the future. We will recommit to realizing
our ideals. We will modernize our national security institutions and processes, while
ensuring we take advantage of the full diversity of talents required to address today’s
complex challenges. And in everything we do, we will aim to make life better, safer, and
easier for working families in America.
The crises we face are daunting. But America is undaunted. Throughout our history,
Americans have turned periods of crisis into times of renewal and opportunity. The same
is true today. We have a chance not just to build back, but to build back better. By
leaning into our strengths, we will shape a better future.
A copy of the recently released Guidance is available in the SLAMR's S&T Knowledge Store.
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